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EPIPHANY (Mt.2:1-12)

THE THREE WISEMEN
They were men of wisdom and knowledge,
Came to give the King of kings’ homage.
Tradition tells us that they were three,
They didn’t bring Him a Christmas tree.
They traveled far and came from the east,
Brought gifts so rare for the special feast.
The star guided them to the manger,
Kneeling down, they worshiped the Savior.
The newborn lay on bed very rude,
Born poor, He did not have special food.
His mother’s warmth kept him from the cold,
With gladness, prostrated men of old.
The Magi took out the gifts they brought,
Paid Jesus rich tribute, as they ought.
They gave Him frankincense, myrrh, and gold,
The Child was beautiful to behold.
God thus announced His Son’s arrival,
And confirmed His love universal.
He sent His only begotten Son,
On the cross our salvation He won.
Jesus is our only guiding star,
With Him, we will not stray very far.
He is our changeless friend and sure guide,
Let us make Him our glory and pride.
QUESTIONS:
1. Describe your eﬀorts on your path to holiness.
2. Looking back since last Christmas, has your life increased in
holiness?
3. What would it take to be sure that your decisions result in
greater holiness?
REFLECTIONS:
The three wise men are commonly called Magi, which is
derived from the Greek word magoi, meaning a select sect of
priests. We do not know their historical background. Even their
exact number is not certain. According to the tradition, three
wise men came from the east. As the years passed, the tradition
became increasingly embellished. By the 3rd century, they were
viewed as kings. By the 6thcentury, they were known as
Bithisarea, Gathaspa, and Melchior. A 14th century American
tradition identifies them as Balthasar, king of Arabia, Melchior,
king of Persia, and Gasper, king of India. The three gifts were
also prophetic, speaking of our Lord’s oﬃces. Gold speaks of
Jesus’ Kingship. Frankincense speaks of Jesus as Priest and used
in priestly duties. Myrrh was an embalming ointment
anticipating His death.
Wherever they came from, one thing we know for sure from
the tradition is that a star guided them. Did they come walking
or did they travel on the back of donkeys or horses? We have no
answers to such questions. They were certainly men of learning
and authority. Whether they were priests or kings, their long
and tedious journey in search of the King of the kings speaks
volumes of their healthy religious attitude and spiritual longing.
They did not suﬀer from a lack of human respect; they were not
shy about inquiring after the newborn king of the Jews. They
never gave up their search until they found Him. We read in the
Gospel of Mathew, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We
have observed his star at its rising and have come to pay him
homage” (Mt.2: 12). The other three Gospel writers, John, Mark,
and Luke do not mention the visit of the three wise men.

These three men did not have any
problem in seeking the Messiah. They
were ready to go through all hardships
and challenges in order to find Him.
Probably this is the lesson that we
should learn from the Magi. We should
seek Him all our lives. In the modern
world we have become so busy that we
have no time for God. The journey the
three men of old embarked upon was
long, challenging, and time consuming.
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But they made God their highest
priority, and God sent them a star to
guide and lead them to the manger
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where they found baby Jesus. When we
are sincere in our search for God and ready to make any sacrifice
until we find Him, God will surely bless our eﬀorts. Very often,
our desire for God is not strong enough to sustain such a quest
day after day. Another point worthy reflecting is the fact that
these three wise men abandoned the way they came and took a
diﬀerent route when they returned. If you have really met Jesus
or had a personal experience of Him, you will have to change
your ways. After having a personal experience of meeting their
King the magi realized they should keep their past behind and
begin a new life following Jesus, the Way. Leaving our old ways
and following a new way will bring us to Jesus and the best gift
we can give Him yourself.
The path to holiness is rough and tough. We have no option
but choose to walk along this way. The world has many
attractions today, and materialism oﬀers us with many
temptations. With our own strength we can never conquer
these temptations alone. It is not easy to resist worldly
temptations. We certainly need divine strength, which comes
only by following the teachings of the Gospels. The three wise
men brought special oﬀerings to the King of Kings in
thanksgiving for the gifts with which God had blessed them.
Even though these were men of power and position, they
recognized their dependence on God, something the modern
men and women seem to be losing every day. The gifts they
brought showed their attitude toward God, and showed the
world that gratitude is the only sure path to the heart of God.
Jesus is our guiding star and we do not need anybody else
for our guidance. If we follow the teachings of Jesus in the
Gospels and make Him the center of our lives, we will never go
astray. He is ever ready to guide us and protect us from all that
is evil. The wise kings came to worship Jesus. Let us worship
Him, especially on every Sunday, by participating in the Holy
Eucharist. The kings brought the newborn King rare gifts.
Today, He needs no gifts from us except ourselves. What gifts
are we going to give Him? The best gifts we can give Him are
our own lives. Let us, with the Psalmist, pray this prayer every
day: “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast
spirit within me” (Psalm 51:10). The visit of the wise men is
called Epiphany, a term used in Christian theology for a
manifestation of God’s presence in the world. This was God
announcing His long-awaited Son’s arrival, a further
confirmation of God’s universal love. Today, each Christian
should be a manifestation of God’s presence in the world. He
has called us to be witnesses of His love in the world.
Christmas is a time to exchange gifts. Whether young or
old, everyone is eager to receive gifts. Diﬀerent families have
varying traditions for opening Christmas gifts. Some families
open them as soon as they come back from midnight Mass.
Others wait until the Feast of Epiphany. But there is always an
eager expectation to see what the wrapped boxes contain. Gifts
have become such an important part of the Christmas
celebration that many consider Christmas only based on the
measure of the gifts they receive. And because so much
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KofC Novena Prayer for the Unborn after 10am Mass
St. Vincent de Paul Meeting 7:00pm
KofC Business Meeting 7:30pm
Bishop Begin Assembly 3546 Bus. Mtg 7:30pm
Pastoral Council 7:00pm
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importance is given to this material aspect of the
celebration, there is a great danger of neglecting or
forgetting the most important gift of Christmas: Jesus.
Christmas loses its significance or meaning if Jesus is not
received into our hearts or homes on Christmas. You can
become so preoccupied with giving and receiving Christmas
gifts that you miss the Gift of all gifts. The three kings who
came in search of Jesus recognized Jesus as their greatest
Treasure. For them no sacrifice was too much in their search
for their Treasure. God gave you His greatest Gift in His only
begotten Son, Jesus. That is why Jesus is the only reason for
the celebration of Christmas. As you have the best gift in
Jesus, God wants you to become the best gift to others,
starting with your family. When everyone in the family
becomes the best gift to one another, you have a heavenly
family right here on earth. If you have not been behaving or
acting like a gift in the family God is calling you now to
become one. It is never too late to start. If you begin to
respond to God’s invitation to become the best gift, you will
soon be that gift. You will not only become the best version
of God's creation but will also contribute to make your
family a great gift to your neighborhood and community.

Mon: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38; Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10;
Mt 3:13-17
Tues: Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-28 or
Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9;
Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28
Wed: Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-39
Thurs: Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45
Fri:
Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mk 2:1-12
Sat: Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:13-17
Sun: Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-3;
Jn 1:29-34
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December 18, 2022
1st Collection
Other Capital Campaign
including Simbang Gabi

$4541.00
$2641.00

December 25, 2022 Christmas and Simbang Gabi
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Monday through Friday: 9:00am to 12noon
Sundays: 9:30am to 11:30am.
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Monday-Saturday Mass:
Saturday Evening:
Sunday Masses:
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8:30am
5:00pm
8:30am, 10:00am,
12:00noon
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Thursdays at 7:30pm in the Parish Oﬃce.
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Warmest welcome to all who worship in our Community. Please
complete a registration form available online. (Parish Info)
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If you or someone you know is in need, please consider calling
510-796-5494.
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Please call the Parish Office when a parishioner is home-bound or
hospitalized to arrange for Holy Communion and Anointing of the
Sick.
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Please leave a message at the Parish Oﬃce at least 6 months in
advance for weddings and 3 months in advance for Baptisms.
Please call to make an appointment with Fr. Antony. For details,
please go to the Church website (Parish Info) or contact
Jappy/Jan Francisco (415) 269-5973.
Baptism Preparation/Training class: Last Friday day of the
month from 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm in the Small Chapel.
Baptism Celebration: Last Saturday of the month 11:30am in the
church
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For questions or help with registration, please contact
Sheila Remolar Reduta at (650) 743-5728 or
sjtafaithformation@gmail.com
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK
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$21,542.00
$5500.00
$13,846.00

Thanksgiving (St. Mary’s Mission, New Mexico)
$13,947
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Please contact FrancesAnn McKenney at 510-648-4876 or
contact the parish oﬃce at 510-792-1962.

F
We recommend using Catholic Funeral and Cemetery Services /
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery and Holy Angels Funeral and
Cremation Services. You may contact Bill Russell at 510-9012191.
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Call 510-589-6909, email MTC@sjapostle.net. (No prices or quotes
are given over the phone or in an e-mail.)


Fr. Antony Vazhappilly, Pastor
Ernie Dandan, Deacon
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