Page 1

St. Bonaventure

January 1, 2023

St. Bonaventure Oratory
1641 West Diversey Parkway
Chicago, Illinois 60614

Mass Times - alternating weeks
Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 10:00 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
By appointment or please see a
priest at Mass time

Oratory Office
1641 West Diversey Parkway
Chicago, Illinois 60614
Phone: 773-281-6588
Fax: 773-388-8676
stbonaventure@archchicago.org
www.stbonaventurechurch.org

Oratory Office Hours
Monday
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Friday
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God
January 1, 2023
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Welcome to St. Bonaventure
St. Bonaventure’s is a regional Catholic community established by the Archdiocese of Chicago and open to all
who wish to gather with us in worship and service. We are not a parish church but an oratory, which is a
house of prayer. Since we are not a parish church, Mass is restricted to the weekend. Baptisms, Weddings,
and Funerals are available to those who are active current members of the community and have received
permission from the Bishop of Vicariate II. We invite you to join us not only at Mass, but also to share in our
many charitable and social ventures. We hope you find a spiritual home with us in kinder, friendly, loving
fellowship.

Mass Schedule

Vicariate II
1641 W. Diversey Pkwy
Chicago, IL 60614

January 1, 2023
10:00 am Sunday
Lector: Joan Jeffrey

Most Reverend Mark Bartosic
Episcopal Vicar

St. Bonaventure Oratory

February 22, 2023
Ash Wednesday
6:00 pm

Rev. Peter Wojcik
Oratory Administrator
Director, Parish Vitality and Mission
Pastor, St. Clement Church

March 19, 2023
Fourth Sunday of Lent
Mass Time TBD

Rev. Matthew Litak
Associate Pastor, St. Clement Church
Father Paul Schneider, OFM Conv.
Asst. Director, Franciscan Postulancy

Collection:

12/17/22 Year to Date

Goal
Collection
Give Central
Difference

$ 866.00
$ 165.00

$21,650.00
$ 6,366.00
$ 3,775.00
($ 701.00) ($11,509.00)

It’s not how much we give
but how much love we put into giving.

Oratory Staff
Jim Masini - Business Manager
Sharon Sullivan - Secretary
Mark Lee - Music Director
Weiwen Ma - Sunday Accompanist
Rick Giannoni - Maintenance

Thank you for
your stewardship!

-Mother Teresa

Gluten-free Hosts are now available. If you would like to receive one, please notify an usher before Mass.

Mass Intentions
Sunday - January 1, 2023
 Nick and Annie Mei by Family
 Edward McNeill by Family
 The Woods Family by Maureen McNeill
 Patricia Ziegler by Maureen McNeill
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What will happen to the Oratory?
For the immediate future, parishioners of St. Bonaventure are being encouraged to celebrate weekend Mass at one of our
neighboring parishes (who can offer much greater services than the Oratory was able to). You can see those schedules elsewhere
in this bulletin.
However, there are some special Masses already scheduled at the Oratory in 2023:
Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2023, 6:00 pm
Sunday, March 19, 2023, time TBA (followed by St. Joseph Table reception)
To keep abreast of news about future Mass and other activities, please make sure we have your email address. If you do not have
an email, please make sure we have your phone number. Just call the rectory phone number - 773.281.6588 and leave a message.

YOU ARE MY MOTHER

A reflection on this Feast

As we celebrate this eighth day of the Lord’s birth, we do not just welcome another fiscal year, we in the Church,
celebrate the Motherhood of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Holy Virgin is truly the Mother of God since according to the
flesh she brought forth the Word of God made flesh. Mary’s divine
motherhood was proclaimed at the Council of Ephesus in 431, when
she was hailed as Theotokos – God-bearer. This is the reason why
we hold Mary in such reverence. From it emanates all her other
titles.
“You are my mother.” It was the Lord Jesus Christ who first
addressed this to Mary. It all began when Mary first said yes to God
at the Archangel Gabriel’s bidding, at the Annunciation, the First
Joyful Mystery of the Holy Rosary. At this Mary, entered a unique
relationship with the Triune God. With God the Father, as a creature
like all of us, she humbly called herself the handmaid of God- most
willing to do only His will. With God the Son, she is the mother.
With the Holy Spirit, Mary is a spouse who conceived Jesus and
enabled Him to take human flesh as He grew in her just like any one
of us. Along with Joseph, the Lord’s earthly foster Father, Mary
nurtured her Son Jesus into maturity in body and spirit, prepared Him for his ministry, and even called for its public
inauguration at the wedding in Cana. Mary silently stood by Jesus through all His ministry, through all His passion and
death on the cross, buried Him, welcomed Him at his Resurrection, and sent Him off at His Ascension into heaven.
“You are my mother.” Apostle and Evangelist John was second to address this to Mary. While hanging on the cross,
Jesus entrusted His beloved mother Mary to him. From then on John took Mary to his home. Likewise, from the cross,
Jesus entrusted John into her care. This we believe, also encompasses all the faithful. At the foot of the cross, Mary
became a mother to us all.
“You are my mother.” Pope St John Paul II also addressed Mary
as such when he lost his mother as a child of 8 years old,
entrusting himself to her care.
“You are my mother.” Now, it’s our turn to address Mary as
Jesus did, as St John the Beloved did, as also the young Karol
Woytyla did. Indeed, Mary, upon fulfilling all her earthly tasks
did not abandon her motherhood for us even after being
assumed into heaven. For in heaven she continues to be a
mother to us all. Vatican II, in Lumen Gentium, affirms that “by
her maternal love she cares for the brothers and sisters of her
Son who still journey on earth.”
“You are my mother.” We now too turn to Mary. So, through
her intercession, we beg God to also bless us with Mary’s sense of loving care so we too can humbly and generously care
for each other and all of creation, and fulfill our Christian ministry of leading all to God as followers of Christ. For truly,
as Pope Francis concluded his message for the 2021 World Day of Prayer for Peace, “There can be no peace without a
culture of care…As Christians, we should always look to Our Lady, Star of the Sea and Mother of Hope.” May we work
together to advance towards a new horizon of love and peace, of fraternity and solidarity, of mutual support and
acceptance. May we never yield to the temptation to disregard others, especially those in greatest need, and to look the
other way; instead, may we strive daily, in concrete and practical ways, “to form a community composed of brothers and
sisters who accept and care for one another”
O Mary, Mother of God, pray for us!

-Father Gerald Jonas, Mepkin Abbey, Moncks Corner, SC
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PRAYERS RECITED DURING MASS:
THE APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell;
on the third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into Heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Catholic Church,
the communion of Saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen.

THE NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through Him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
He came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
He suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead
and His kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
Who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
Who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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MASS TIMES AT NEARBY PARISHES
Blessed Carlo Acutis
St. Hedwig site
2226 N. Hoyne
Saturday: 5:00
Sunday: 9:30 (Polish), 11:00, 1:00 (Spanish)
St. John Berchman site
2517 W. Logan
Saturday: no Mass
Sunday: 9:45, 11:30 (Spanish)
St. Alphonsus
Southport, Lincoln and Wellington
Saturday: no Mass
Sunday: 9:00, 11:00, 5:00
St. Andrew
3546 N. Paulina
Saturday: 4:00
Sunday: 9:00, 11:00
St. Clement
642 W. Deming
Saturday: 5:00 pm
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:15, 4:30 (Faith Hub), 7:00
St. Josephat
2311 N. Southport
Saturday: 5:00
Sunday: 8:00, 10:00
Our Lady of Mount Carmel
708 W. Belmont
Saturday: 4:30
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:00, 4:30
Shrine of Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini
2520 N. Lakeview
Saturday: 4:00
Sunday: 10:00
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The Council of Catholic Women

New Year Calendar

A happy and blessed New Year to our CCW members and all those
at St. Bonaventure. Although we don't know the direction people's
liturgical commitments will take after today, we pray that the new year will
provide a comfortable and inspiring spiritual home to all those who for so
long considered St. Bonaventure to be just that.

January is the month devoted to
the Holy Name of Jesus
Saint Bonaventure Cares: Bag Lunch
Program for the hungry con nues
Sundays, 11:00 am in the green room
Ash Wednesday
Mass will be celebrated at 6:00 pm
Wednesday, February 22, 2023

After more than 60 years of CCW being in existence, this is our last
bulletin announcement and there are many people to thank for their
commitment to CCW and St. Bonaventure. People who day after day, year
after year were always there no matter the task or event. We won't begin to
list them, but they can trust their efforts were not for naught and that even
until today their contributions made St. Bonaventure a desirable place to
pray, work and even occasionally party.

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Mass will be celebrated
at a me to be determined
followed by St. Joseph’s Table
Sunday, March 19, 2023

In situations such as this, where hope and reassurance are needed,
the Irish, who are no strangers to separation and strife, may best express
the feelings of many in their heartfelt blessing:
May the road rise up to meet you.
May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face;
The rain fall soft upon your fields,
And until we meet again
May the Lord hold you in the
Palm of His hand.
Amen
Our Prayer Blanket Ministry will continue for the foreseeable
future. Dedicated members of this ministry are committed to supplying
blankets to individuals with health concerns for as long as possible. To
request one either ask a member or call Norma at 773-348-7180.
Please also include in your prayers the repose of the souls of our
recently deceased former parishioners including Esther Downes, Harry
Prato, and Angela Tieberg, as well as the health concerns of all our prayer
blanket recipients especially our loyal members Josephine
Fanucchi and Dorothy Gatto.
Our Lady of Good Counsel, Pray for us.
St. Bonaventure, Pray for us.

STAND FOR SOMETHING
Sacrifice yourself for God’s will. It will not
be in vain. Sacrifice yourself for truth, for
justice. Sacrifice yourself against all human
sense for something that is truly good.
Sacrifice yourself for Christ in all things, and
seek the kingdom of God. There is great
strength in this.… Stand for something; then
your joy will be unbroken and lasting.
-Christoph Friedrich Blumhardt

GOD THE CAREGIVER

DIOS EL CUIDADOR

As Mary watches over her child, so did Israel pray for God to
watch over them and one another, to bless and keep them, as
Mary kept and reflected on things in her heart. Mary’s face
surely shone upon the infant Jesus, as Israel prayed for God’s
face to shine upon them with that graciousness we also know in
her whom we call “full of grace.” At the conclusion of the
blessing in today’s first reading is a prayer for God to look on us
in kindness and, even more, to grant us peace. It may be in this
final line of the blessing that we see God most at work in the
face and the care of Mary, gazing gently on her child, wishing
the fullness of God’s shalom for Jesus and his future. Our
mission as disciples is to show the divine care we hear in the
blessing prayer, and to live out the care-giving we see today in
Mary.

Así como María vela por su hijo, así Israel oraba para que Dios
velara por ellos y por los demás, para que los bendijera y los
guardara, como María guardaba y reflexionaba en su corazón.
El rostro de María seguramente resplandecía sobre el niño Jesús,
así como Israel rezaba para que el rostro de Dios resplandeciera
sobre ellos con esa gracia que también conocemos en ella a la
que llamamos “llena de gracia”. Al final de la bendición de la
primera lectura de hoy hay una oración para que Dios nos mire
con bondad y, aún más, nos conceda la paz. Puede que sea en
esta última línea de la bendición donde veamos a Dios más
activo en el rostro y los cuidados de María, que mira con
dulzura a su hijo, deseando la plenitud del shalom de Dios para
Jesús y su futuro. Nuestra misión como discípulos es mostrar el
cuidado divino que escuchamos en la oración de bendición, y
vivir el cuidado que vemos hoy en María.
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Slant on Stewardship
January 1, 2023 — Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of God
Numbers 6: 22-27; Psalm 67: 2-3, 5, 6, 8;
Galatians 4: 4-7; Luke 2: 16-21
The blessing included in the First Reading from the Book of Numbers
is one with which most of us are familiar. “The Lord bless you and
keep you; the Lord let His face shine upon you, and be gracious to
you…” In the Jewish culture this has been known for centuries as the
Aaronic blessing as it was dictated by God Himself to Aaron. It is
important to note that it begins with “The Lord bless you.”
All blessings come from God. One error we make is to conclude that
blessings always mean happiness or security or prosperity. God
knows what blessings we need, even if we do not. The key for us is to
be grateful for whatever blessings we may have. That mind set is at
the hub of stewardship — knowing all blessings come from the Lord,
and our need to be appreciative of them.
To be “kept” by the Lord is to turn our lives over to Him, to know that
He is with us and that He loves us, blesses us, and does indeed “keep”
us ever in His care. The truth is that to be blessed by God is one of
the greatest gifts we can receive. It is available to all of us without
exception.
During this continued Christmas season, it is well to remember and
repeat the classic statement by the character Tiny Tim in Charles
Dickens’ immortal A Christmas Carol: “God bless us, every one,” for
certainly He does.
— Stewardship Re lections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

KEEP SOME ROOM IN YOUR HEART FOR THE UNIMAGINABLE.

-Philippians 2: 9-11
-poet Mary Oliver

"Come, come, Christmas Light, come.
Wrap us in winds of splendor.
Turn us from turmoil, from darkness of sin;
save us from sadness; birth gladness within."
As our world continues to celebrate the Christmas season, it’s important to remember just how vulnerable and insecure a setting it
was that the King of kings and Lord of lords chose to enter our human realm. Putting aside centuries of romanticized imagery with
soft fluffy hay, swaddling fleece blankies, well-behaved, freshly-groomed livestock, and polite shepherds with resting gazes — no,
the animal stable was likely a filthy, foul-smelling, unsanitary, and downright unnerving place for Mary to be in labor with the
Christ-child. How is it that our almighty God—the Lord of hosts who could have chosen any royal palace or regal setting of the
time—essentially chose a backyard pet shed for His glorious Son’s arrival to Earth? Sure, the angels were out celebrating and
announcing, but let’s face it, God-with-us basically arrived as an outcast on the fringes. And by choice.
That point alone should be enough to move anyone to tears. Do we even realize the gift that’s been given us, all of humanity?
Dignity, recognition, and redemption for the unworthy, sinful, suffering, insignificant, flawed, sick, forgotten.. THESE are the
fractured lives to whom Christ has come. The King of kings has chosen you and me to enter under our roofs. Welcome, Emmanuel.
Thank you, divine guest. Welcome to our hearts.

-Peter M. Kolar, hymn from Swedish carol “Jul, Jul,” ,English text by Chris de Silva
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MARY’S PEACE
The passage from Numbers includes this
blessing: “The Lord look upon you kindly
and give you peace!”
Mary was filled with God because she was
at peace, and we too should experience
peace from God sending forth “into our
hearts the spirit of His Son.”
What could be more peaceful than the
image of a baby lying in a manger? The
second prayer for this solemnity refers to
Jesus as Wonderful God, Prince of Peace.
In keeping with Christian piety
through the ages, we present to the Blessed Virgin diﬃcult
individual situations, so that she may place them before her Son,
asking that He alleviate and change them. But we also present to
her social situations and the international crisis itself, in their
worrying aspects of poverty, unemployment, shortage of food, the
arms race, contempt for human rights, and situations or dangers
of conflict, partial or total. In a filial spirit we wish to place all this
before her "eyes of mercy," repeating once more with faith and
hope the ancient antiphon: "Holy Mother of God, despise not our
petitions in our necessities, but deliver us always from all dangers,
O glorious and blessed Virgin."
Mary most holy, our Mother and Queen, is the one who turns to
her Son and says: "They have no more wine" (John 2:3). She is
also the one who praises God the Father, because "He has put
down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those of low
degree; He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich
He has sent empty away" (Luke 1:52-53). Her maternal concern
extends to the personal and social aspects of people's life on earth.
‐Pope John Paul II, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, 1987:49
-Gerald Darring, https://liturgy.slu.edu
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May the Good Shepherd protect you in
Ups and downs,
Ins and outs,
Bounds and rebounds,
Highs and lows,
Comings and goings,
Heat and cold,
Darkness and light,
Joy and sorrow,
Good times and bad times,
Daytimes and night times,
Short times and long times,
Old times and new times;
May He be with you
At home and abroad,
On the road and at rest,
In storm and flood,
In drought and desert,
In peace and conflict,
In doubt and assurance,
In sickness and health,
In pain and triumph.
May the Good Shepherd walk
with you always
Until it is time to return home,
And may God bless you,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
‐Andrew Greeley, The Irish

ON RELIGION
And an old priest said, Speak to us of Religion.
And he said:
Have I spoken this day of aught else?
Is not religion all deeds and all reflection, And that which is
neither deed nor reflection, but a wonder and a
surprise ever springing in the soul, even while the
hand hew the stone or tend the loom?
Who can separate his faith from his actions, or his belief
from his occupations?
Who can spread his hours before him, saying, “This for God
and this for myself’ This for my soul, and this other
for my body?” All your hours are wings that beat
through space from self to self. Your daily life is
your temple and your religion.
Whenever you enter into it take with you your all. Take the
plough and the forge and the mallet and the lute,
The things you have fashioned in necessity or for
delight.
For in reverie you cannot rise above your achievements nor
fall lower than your failures.
And if you would know God be not therefore a solver of
riddles. Rather look about you and you shall see
Him playing with your children.
And look into space; you shall see Him walking in the cloud,
outstretching His arms in the lightning and
descending in rain.
You shall see Him smiling in flowers, then rising and waving
His hands in trees.
-Kahlil Gibran (1883-1931), The Prophet

Get this weekly bulletin delivered by email - for FREE!
Sign up here:

www.jspaluch.com/subscribe
Courtesy of J.S. Paluch Company, Inc.
Say Good-bye to Clogged Gutters!
Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
your FREE in-home estimate
*All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will
receive a $100 Visa gift card. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc.
Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This

$99

offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner,

Installation*

eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate

both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must
have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not

family members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12
months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred,
or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems
it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within
10 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion
or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject to change without notice prior to

*Does not include cost of material. Expires 10/31/22.

CALL NOW 708-462-6373

*Guaranteed not to clog for
as long as you own your home,
or we’ll clean your gutters for free.

Get it. And forget it.®

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

(CST 2117990-70)

If You Live Alone You Need MDMedAlert!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!

$19.95 a month

800.809.3352

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

could
be in
this
space!

reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 10/31/22.

Call today for your FREE estimate and in-home demonstration

✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police ✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

Your
ad

• LeafGuard®
is guaranteed never
to clog or we’ll clean
it for FREE*
• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out leaves,
pine needles, and debris
• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to
clean clogged gutters
• Durable, all-weather tested system not a
flimsy attachment

This Button SAVES Lives!
As Shown GPS,
Lowest Price Guaranteed!

GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed
EASY Set-up, NO Contract
Safe-Guarding America’s Seniors Nationwide! 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

MDMedAlert

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly
• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract

The Most Complete Online National
Directory of Catholic Parishes

• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!
000117 St Bonaventure Church

www.jspaluch.com

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-566-6170

