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From the Desk of
Father Michael...

Seeking God
I have noticed in observing our children playing on the plaza after mass that their favorite game is
“hide and seek”. That is entirely appropriate as it seems that “hide and seek” is also God’s favorite
game. Isaiah the prophet writes, “Truly with you God is hidden, the God of Israel, the savior!” (Is 45,15) God has placed a
desire for his presence in the hearts of every people and as St. Augustine wrote, “Our hearts are restless until they rest in
thee.” In watching the children play I have noticed that they often do not hide very well. If fact, it seems like they want to be
found. Of course the game would not be any fun if nobody found you and you were just forgotten. So it is with God. As we
are searching for God, God is also searching for us, calling us out of hiding and revealing his presence to us. St. Paul spoke to
the people in Athens about their “Unknown God” asserting: “He made from one the whole human race to dwell on the
entire surface of the earth, and he fixed the ordered seasons and the boundaries of their regions, so that people might seek
God, even perhaps grope for him and find him, though indeed he is not far from any one of us. For ‘In him we live and move
and have our being.” (Acts 17,26ff) God is hidden but he wants us to search for him and to find him. He is not far from any of
us. When Israel sinned, God hid his face from them so that they might turn away from their sins and seek his face once again.
Isaiah said, “For I will trust in the Lord, who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob; yes, I will wait for him.” (Is 8,17)
In playing “hide and seek” the secret is to wait for those who are hidden to reveal themselves to the one who is searching.
God has shown us that he wants to reveal himself to us so that he might be found.
The magi in the gospel of Matthew are seekers. They are waiting for God to reveal himself to them. They are “wise men”
for they are searching for God in Wisdom. Wisdom contains elements of understanding, foresight, discretion,
and astuteness, but is different from and beyond all these. It suggests a habit of profound reflection. Wisdom indicates
discernment based not only on factual knowledge but on judgment and insight. St. Paul tells us in his letter to the Romans:
“Ever since the creation of the world, his invisible attributes of eternal power and divinity have been able to be understood
and perceived in what he has made.” (Rom 1,20) The wise men notice a light that is brighter than all other lights in the
darkness of night. They leave their homes and they follow this light. They wisely discern that this light will lead them to the
One God who is manifesting his presence on the earth in a new way.
Our celebration this Sunday is the celebration of the Epiphany. An epiphany is a manifestation or revelation of God’s
presence. In the birth of Jesus, there is an epiphany of light and truth that is being manifest to the whole world. God is
showing his face to the world in the face of a small child.
For a brief time, the face of God is a human face. The way that we come to know God is through revelation. God shows
himself to us. God manifests his love, his light and his truth in a brilliant epiphany of light. For a brief time, the magi seek to
find the desire of their hearts in the world of Herod. They seek guidance from the halls of worldly power but all they find
are darkness and deception. They look up to heaven once again and find their guiding light which leads them to the true king.
Our faith is not in human learning and understanding but in the ways of God and the revelation of his truth. We cannot find
God through reason alone but we need the gift of faith. The light of faith leads us to Jesus the Christ. Once they have
discovered the light of faith the magi are filled with joy and they find what their hearts have been seeking. It is in the light
of revelation that we come to find the true God. We find God because he wants to be found and he shows himself to us in
Jesus. As Jesus tells his apostles, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” (Jn 14,9) Once they have seen Jesus, the
magi go home by another way, the way of faith in the child who the Father has sent into the world to reveal his love and
to be our Savior.
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Mass Readings and Intentions
Monday, January 9th

Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38;
Ps 29:1-4, 3, 9-10; Mt 3:13-17

8:30am — Ramona Salazar †
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Special Intention Prayers
Debbie Pura—Birthday Blessings
Luke Chua—Birthday Blessings
George Lee—Birthday Blessings

Tuesday, January 10th

Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-28
or Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9;
Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28

8:30am — Paul Jimenez †
Wednesday, January 11th

Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:29-39

8:30am— Eileen Bianchini †
Thursday, January 12th

Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45

8:30am — Lee & Lupe Vasquez ††
Friday, January 13th

Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mk 2:1-12

8:30am — Jim Gwinner †
Saturday. January 14th

Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mk 2:1-12

5:00pm — Ann Bradley †
Sunday, January 15th

Is 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10; 1 Cor 1:1-3;
Jn 1:29-34

7:30 am — Dean Robinson †
9:30am— Jim Morris †
11:30am— Donald Nye †
5:00pm— Lourdes Veloria †

Please Pray For
Bob Algeo, Tom Arnos, Diana Aurora,
Teri & Tom Balestreri, Lynn Best, Bill Best,
Mary Ann Bloes, Gary Bobay, Ed Bolton,
Jean Brinson, Mary Burns, Christina Carbonero,
Vercie Carmon Johnson, Patrick Desmond, Rosalie DuPree,
Ella Galik, John Garbaczewski, Jane Hamel, Tish Hearne,
Theresa Mulligan, Michael Murphy, Wendy Ofcacek,
Wayne Patterson, Susan Perez, Cathy Pullman, George Resch,
Antonio Roman, Valerie Rubins, Salvador Sibug,
Margaret Skiba, Christine Spreng, Cindy Striblen,
Rachel Thamer, Diane VanHorn, Danny White
We list names for prayer request for one month. After the last
Sunday of the month, the names will be replaced with a new
prayer request list. If someone wishes to have a name
remembered again, the name must be re-submitted to the office.
You may also send your prayer requests on our
website, seschurch.org/prayer-request.

STEWARDSHIP

ALL SHARE IN THE PROMISE
Picture a nativity scene in your mind’s eye. The
scene likely includes figures arriving on camels,
some elaborately dressed, with jeweled boxes
containing precious gifts. These magi arrived from
distant lands to pay homage to the Christ Child. We
know little about the magi, but we do know that
these visitors were not Jews. They represent people
of all nations who will be drawn to the Lord.
“Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by your
shining radiance.” The Good News of Jesus cannot
be limited to one people; all share in the promise of
God’s mercy through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Stewardship Givers
“Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.” Matthew 2:11
The image of the Magi kneeling before the infant Jesus and
opening their treasure chests for Him is an image that we should
all try to follow each day. In gratitude for all that we have been
given, we as Christian Stewards are called to generously share all
of our gifts, not just the ones we pick and choose. God wants us
to be generous with everything, but especially that one thing
that means the most to you.
December 24th & 25th
Offering $15,632.
Christmas $39,681.
TOTAL
$55,313.
Please send your envelopes in to the church or drop them in the
offering baskets when you attend Mass. Your offerings are
greatly appreciated.
Expenses - $ 20,572 *Expenses are based on a 52 week average
using fiscal year 2020-2021 (during COVID our expenses were
slightly lower than a normal year.
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FAITH FORMATION
Patty Mann PhD
Director of Catechetical Ministry
In my philosophy of religious education,
purpose and goal are very connected. The
purpose of religious education in my context
is strongly related to the definition of
catechesis that we are made a Christian at our
baptism but we spend the rest of our lives
involved in a process of becoming more
“Christian.” My role is to assist people, both
children and adults “in the lifelong process of
becoming more Christian.” While these
words appear to be quite simple and
somewhat limited, several important
elements are salient. Process and lifelong.
While people can probably relate to the idea
that we never actually “arrive” in terms of our
faith, few people take religious education
seriously as a lifelong process either for
themselves or their children.
Often we focus too much on the reception of
sacraments and not on faith as a personal and
vital encounter with the living God, a total
acceptance and total surrender and
commitment of one’s being. Thus, in order to
meet its purpose, the first task of religious
education is to convey the idea that
catechesis is a lifelong process, that just as we
don’t stop going to church, nor do we stop
affording ourselves of the opportunities
formal and informal, intentional and
unintentional to nurture and further develop
our faith.

Reanna Castro
Coordinator of Youth & Young Adult Ministry

Youth Ministry Update:

Thank you to everyone who has donated
and supported our winter fundraisers! We
are so grateful for your help in making
this retreat happen! To that note, the
retreat is finally here!
If we could make one more request of
support…. Please pray for our Youth and
our retreat team as they attend the High
School & Confirmation Retreat next
weekend.
We will be leaving Friday evening and will
be back in time to pray the 11:30 a.m. Mass
with our St. Elizabeth Community and
Family members on Sunday. All are
welcome to join us!
For more information about our youth
and young adult events contact Reanna
Castro at 760-607-5018 or email
ReannaC@seschurch.org

Epiphany of the Lord
St. Elizabeth Seton
The saint’s life is like a supernatural Jenga
tower: with all that they have suffered, with
all that they have endured, how do they still
stand? And not only stand, but tower above
us, light our way like beacons, give us
courage and strength?
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is a testimony to this that takes your
breath away. Here was a woman who lost her husband and her
inheritance. Bereft of her family’s support, she took her place in
a convent in the isolated woods of Maryland where she went on
to lose two daughters to tuberculosis and then die of the disease
herself. It was not much of a life by worldly standards. And yet,
soon after her death, Father Simon Brute, who had served as her
spiritual director, scrawled a glowing “letter “ to her in his
journal.
“Many times I have been pressed to write of you...how sincerely
holy, elevated, humbly kind, merciful, eager to do good, attached
to faith, loving your Jesus, ardent for his presence in the Eucharist
you were-what a mind, a heart, a soul I have known and enjoyed,
and now removed-oh, my whole life to remember you and
cherish the remembrance-how much of grace I have received by
you.” (quoted in The Soul of Elizabeth Ann Seton, Dirvin, 19)
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Treasurers from our Traditions
Life hands us many epiphanies or
“wake-up calls.” A few years ago, a young
couple adopted a two-year-old child in a
morass of red tape, complications, and court hearings.
At the baby’s baptism, the priest suggested
appending an “adoption blessing,” wherein the new
relationship was expressed and affirmed. There is a place
in that rite for the child to speak, and instead the priest
said, “Can you give Daddy a kiss?” Standing in the midst of
his church, the young adoptive father suddenly welled up
with tears as he embraced the child. Afterward, he
explained that through all the hassles and legal struggles
he never until that moment in church understood that he
was the parent of this child. The ritual claimed them for
each other, gave expression to their relationship that the
legal documents never could, and firmly cemented this
child into the heart of a community as everyone erupted
into heartfelt applause. This assembly witnessed in a
powerful way what happens in every baptism: the mystery
of adoption, the free flow of grace, the overwhelming
sense of God’s presence at the heart of our life’s journey.
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Question of the Week

Something to Think About

Does anything stand between you and true

Abandon yourself utterly for the love of God, and in
this way you will become truly happy.

happiness?
OUR FACINATING FAITH

Epiphany House Blessing
If you wish, you can celebrate Epiphany at home with a blessing using the initials of the magi’s traditional names (Casper, Melchior, Balthasar), four crosses, and the new year’s numerals.
Materials: a piece of chalk and a small container of holy water. Gather with family members, friends, and perhaps some neighbors at the front door.
Leader: In the (+) name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. We sign this doorway with four crosses and
the numerals of the new year. [20 + C + M + B + 23] Let us pray: May Christ bless this house! ALL: Amen!
Each room of the house is sprinkled with holy water.
Living room: Where two or three are gathered in your name, Lord, you are present. Bless this room, O Lord. ALL: Amen!
Kitchen: Give us this day our daily bread. Bless this room, O Lord. ALL: Amen!
Dining room: Prepare us for the heavenly banquet. Bless this room, O Lord. ALL: Amen!
Bedrooms: Stay with us Lord, when night has come. Bless this room, O Lord. ALL: Amen!
Bathroom: Cleanse us from all sin. Bless this room, O Lord. ALL: Amen!
All return to the front door to pray together.
Leader: Let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father . . .
The leader sprinkles all present with holy water. Bless this household through all days to come, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
forever and ever.
ALL: Amen!
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Parish Events and Announcements
May this church home strengthen your faith, deepen your discipleship,
offer support in times of trouble, and rejoice with you always.
Our warmest welcome goes out to all our visitors and newcomers as we come
together to celebrate the Risen Lord in the meal that unites us all. Please register on our
website at seschurch.org/new parishioner or in the office during business hours.
Please welcome all our new Parishioners
Nicholas Frederick

CATHOLIC PRAYER CORNER

Prayer at the Manger: With the Magi
Let your light shine on us, O God,
as the star showed the way
to those who searched for Christ.
Fill us with wisdom;
help us walk in your ways,
now and forever. Amen.

Baptisms
Bode Stav Olson, son of
Lars & Holly
Navarro Kalmana Lum son of
Neil & Natalia
Ethan Bryce Gualta son of
Brian & Elizabeth
Lavey Ann Philbrook daughter of
Tyler & Ashleigh
who were baptized into our faith community December 4th.
Please visit seschurch.org/sacraments or call the
parish office for more information about having your child
baptized.
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Parish Events and Announcements

FAITH FORMATION AT HOME OR
ON THE ROAD!
Special Lenten Preview!!!
Journey with Your Fellow Parishioners in Small
Groups and Take Your Faith to the Next Level
As Catholics, we often find ourselves going through the
motions. We believe our faith but struggle to put it into
practice; we are not the activated disciples we are called
to be.
An activated disciple is someone who strives every
moment of every day to imitate Jesus, someone who
desires such a close relationship with God that every area
of his or her life is transformed.
At St. Elizabeth Seton our Lenten focus for enrichment will
be on meeting in small groups of eight adults or young
adults and taking a 40-day challenge to grow as disciples
of Christ. We will meet weekly in each other’s homes,
some groups will meet at the church, to share reflections
and discussion. We hope to have 25 or more groups. Keep
this in mind and watch for more information.

Coming January 1, 2023!
Catechism in a Year with
Fr. Mike Schmitz
Each day is 30 minutes or less of your time and you may
start at any time.
Go to the Ascension Press website (ascensionpress.com)
for more information.
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
No purchases necessary. Feel free to use your own
Catechism.
Here at St. Elizabeth Seton, Patty Mann will be available
in the Conference Center Room 1 on Tuesdays at 7pm or
Fridays at 2pm throughout the year to answer questions
that may arise from each week’s lessons and to further
discuss.
Come only when you wish and as often as you wish.

FORMED!
As a parishioner at St. Elizabeth Seton you have free access to FORMED, a website that provides
movies, classes, talk shows, audio dramas /books and more. Here are some of the more
popular shows available to you.
CHOSEN
FORMED has added The Chosen-Season One. This has been an immensely popular and
successful TV show depicting Christ’s life. Inspired by the Gospels, The Chosen creatively
imagines the ministry of Jesus and his disciples. In addition, a Commentary with Dr. Michael
Barber and Dr. Scott Hefelfinger will examine the biblical scenes and historical context depicted
in the show.
Also available through FORMED is the Chris Stefanik Show, kids shows (Brother Francis,
Benjamin Cello, and Saints and Heroes Collection), movies on the Saints, daily reflections, and
movies such as Mary of Nazareth or St. Joseph: Our Spiritual Father.

SPACE AVAILABLE
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In Memoriam
Bob Zakoski

May his soul and the souls of all the
faithful departed, through the mercy of God,
rest in peace. Amen
Bob’s Funeral Mass is Monday, January 30th at 11am

GATHERING OF MEN AND WOMEN
ALL ARE WELCOME
CATHOLICISM THE PIVOTAL PLAYERS:
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI THE REFORMER

John Pullman will lead the discussion on the video:
CATHOLICISM The Pivotal Players St. Francis of Assisi
the Reformer by Bishop Robert Barron.
JOIN US EARLY FOR BAGELS, DONUTS, COFFEE

BIBLE STUDY EVERY
WEDNESDAY
Join us every Wednesday for “Reflection on the
Sunday Word.“
Time: 9:30am
Location: Conference Center
Please contact Patty Mann at
760-607-5014 with questions.

WHEN: SATURDAY, JANUARY 14, 2023
TIME:
9:00 AM-11:00 AM
WHERE: CONFERENCE CENTER

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL:
JOHN DURKIN 760-889-5553
JOHN PULLMAN 760-473-6089

Outreach for Nazareth Orphanage’s
ANGEL PROJECT
If you would like to sponsor a child at
Nazareth Orphanage by purchasing a gift for
an orphan, please contact Teri
Strohm: AngelProject@ofno.org In addition
there are Sisters and staff at the orphanage
who can be sponsored with a gift. Teri will
email you sponsorship details and how to
drop your gift off by 1/9.
OFNO’S Epiphany Celebration Trip to
Tecate, Mexico is on January 14th. All are
welcome by registering
at WWW.OFNO.org for this trip.

